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hs not Conformed to this World. 
1 NE of the greateſt Supporters of 
Abſurdity in Speculation, and of 


ty ; that of Doctrine in the former, 
and that of Example in the latter. 
It miſguides and perverts the whole 
Man, puts a falſe Bias upon the whole motion of 
| the Soul, impoſes both upon our Underſtandings 
| and upon our Will, corrupts both our Settiments, 
and out Practices, and leads us out of the Way 
both of 7>4#þ and af gh But it has a * 
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Immorality in Practice, is guibori- 


„ E 
1 
9 
' 21 
1 
5 
2, vx 
* 
bs if 
. 
* 
- * 
fl 
N 
* * 
RS 
C1 
* 


| if 
y WF; 
* 5 
*R- 
3 
1 a 
N ” 
5 
4. 
W 
13 1 
N 
it") 
REF" 
FL *% 
* 
4 
: 


F'\ 


4 Religious Singularity Diſplay d. 
and more pre vai ling inffuence upon our Actions 
than upon our Sentiments, and our Lives ſuffer 
more by it than our Opinions. For beſides, that 
there are more Examples of Ill Living than of III 
Thinking, and a well-moralized ation, is 
a greater Rarity, than an Orthodox Head, there 
being not ſuch Temptations and Occaſions to Er- 
ror as there are to Vice; there is alſo this“ further 
difference, that in our Opinions we more uſually | 
follow thoſe Authorities which ſtand off at a great 
diſtance from us, and which Antiquity, by I know © 
not what Artifice, recommend to us as Sacred and 
Venerable. But in our Actions we take a quite 
contrary meaſure, and are rather apt to Taken CK * 
ourſelves to the Genius and Mode of the Age we 
live in, which being preſent, ſhines upon us with 
a direct and perpendicular Ray, and more ſtrong- 
ly influences 8 our Imitation and Com- 
pliance. | | 5 


26e 


AN p truly this is the greateſt Miſchief that is 
derived upon the Minds of Men from Authority, 
and the dick Head of Complaint that lies a- 

gainſt it; were it only a Stop to the Advancement 
of Learning, or a Miſleader of our Underſtand- 
ings in Speculative Inquiries ; were it only a Bar 
to Notional Improvements, or a_Betrayer of our 
Orthodoxy, it might be thought to have done 
\ Penance enough under the Chaſtiſement of a Sa- 
tyr or Declamation. For the greateſt ſtock of 
Knowledge which upon the beſt Advantages we 
can attain to, is ſo inconſiderable, that tis hard- 
ly worth while to be very angry and fall out with 
What ſtands in our way, and hinders our little 
Progreſs. There is no great Miſchief done; tis 
like ſpoiling what was ſpoil'd before, and * 
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Religious Singularity Diſplay d. 5 | 


otherwiſe would come to little. But ſince tis tho 
great Enemy to all Righteouſneſs, as well as to 
all Truth, ſince it debauches our Morals_as well 


as our Underſtandings, and ſpoils the Chriſtian as 


well as the Philoſopher, tis fit it ſhould be araign- 
ed before an higher Court, and be Condemned 
by the Cenſure of an Apoſtle. And ſo it is, and 
that upon great and weighty Reaſons, in the 
Words of the Text, Be not Comformed to this 
World. „ on; 


In the Words we may conſider a Sup oſition 
and a Caution. The Suppoſition is Twofold. 


FIR Sr, That the general courſe of the World 


is very bad, and that Vice has by much the Ma- 


jority of its ſide. 


SEcON DL, That we are naturally apt to 
imitate that which is moſt prevailing, and to con- 
form to the courſe and way of the World. 


LAS TIL, The Caution is againſt this Inclina- 
tion, that we ſhould not be Conformed to the 
modes and uſages of this World; which I ſhall 
firſt ſtare as to its Meaſure and Limits, and then 
Fe as to its Equity and Reaſonableneſs ; and 
o conclude with ſome Practical Remarks upon 
the whole. 


AN v in the Firſt Place, *tis here ſuppoſed, 
that the general courſe of the World is very bad, 
and that Vice has by much the Majority of its 
fide. This, though at firſt fight it looks like a 
Common Place, a matter of frequent, obvious and 
familiar en is yet a thing that is not 

. | 
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often thoroughly conſidered, and there are but 
that have a true, lively and affectionate Senſe 


ao Ts 4 


few | 
gl it. is not eaſie for thoſe that are good them- 
elves, to imagine how bad others are, and how 


much Wickedneſs there is in the World; and as 


f 


xr Evil Men, they don't uſe to trouble their 
Heads with ſuch ſerious Reflections: So that 
neither of them are like to have a juſt ſenſe and 
reſentment of this matter. Vas 


Tux World we commonly compare to a The- 
atre z and Ty, for the number of Actors, and the 
varicty of ACtion, 'tis the moſt Pompous and 
Magnificent of any; but the Parts that are ated 
upon it, are for the moſt, very Tragical, and its 
Scenes full of Horror and Confuſion. For not to 
mention unjuſt and cauſleſs Wars, Mafſacres, Re- 
bellions and Murthers, which like Zarth-quakes 
make the frame of Nature to tremble, and 
threaten the fall of the Stage upon which — 
are Acted; who can reckon up the open Oppreſ- 
fions, and the ſecret Frauds, the Violences and 
the Deceits, the Extortions and the Over-reach- 
ings, with all the Arts of Falſhood and n 
which are every where and every day made uſe 

f among Men, to diſpoſſeſs one another of their 
Rights and Fortunes? And who is there that can 
imagine what private Inſinuations, what ſly Con- 
trivances, what ſpiteful Whiſperings, what trea- 


cherous Arts there are daily uſed even among 
thoſe that profeſs Dearneſs and Kindneſs to ons 


another, to undermine one anothers Intereſt, and 


blaſt one anothers Honours and Reputations ?Inced 
not go to the Courts of Princes for this, thoſe WM = 
Schools 145 Nurſeties of Immorality, for there 18 


ſcarce any Society of Men free from it. To this 


n 1 


if 


be had made him, Ger. 6. 6. And accordingly 


Religions Singularity Diſplaypd, 7 
if I ſhould add the unnatural Feuds of Relations, 


the ungrateful Returns of obliged Perſons, the 


Treacheries of the Marriage-Bed, the Falſneſſes 
of Friends, the Ill Offices of Neighbours, and the 
Intolerable Practices of Revenge, not only u 

pretences of Honour among the Duelliſts, but as 
they are gromally carried on by the Power and 


Intereſt of great Men, by the corrupt and vexatious 
methods of the Law, and by the common malice 


of the World; if, I ſay, I ſhould add this and a 
thouſand times more that might be ſaid, what a 
Picture ſhould I draw of Mankind, and what in- 
telligent Spirit is there that would not be afraid, 
(if ſuch an account ſhould be given him befote- 
hand,) to be Born into, or to Live in ſuch a 
World as this ? 


Bor thus it was immediately upon the be- 
ginning of things, thus it has been in all Ages, 


and thus it will be till the Arch-Angel's Trumpet 


ſhall at once awaken us from the ſleep of Death, 
and from the ſleep of Sin, and Time it ſelf ſhall 


be no more. For no ſooner had God finifhed his 
Creation, and declared all things good init, and 


began to take a Complacency in the works of his 


Hands, but rhrough the Envy of the Devil, Sin 
came into the World, and untuned the proportions 
of its new ſet Harmony; and —_ once planted 


in the Earth, it liked the Soil, and increaſed and 


- multiplied by the care and induſtry of the Devil, 


as faſt as Mankind could by the Benediftion of 


; God. Inſomuch that God who not long before 
| was repreſented by Moſes as _— Man upon 
the molt confiderate Pauſe of Con 


el and Deli- 
beration, is now brought in, repenting chat ever 
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8 Religious Singularity Diſplays. 
be firſt ſhortens his Days, and that expedient fail- 
ing, he 'proceeds to a ſeverer Judgment, and 
iQlues forth a Sentence to deſtroy him from the 
face of the Earth, Ver. 5. For God ſaw that the 
Wickeaneſs of Man was great, and that every 
Imagination of the I houg hts of his Heart was 
evil continually. And again the Text ſays, that 
God loo upon the Earth, and behold it was 


Corrupt, for all Fleſh had Corrupted his way up- © 


vn the Earth, Ver. 12. 


An truly 'tis incredible almoſt to think to 


what a pitch of Villany and Wickedneſs the 
World was then arrived in ſo ſhort a time; the 
World: then, like ſome of our Modern Sinners, © 
was young in Years and old in Debauchery ; it 
look'd as if the Devil being newly thrown out of 
Heaven, was in the very height of his Malice 
and Reſentment, and to retrieve again the loſt 
Field, endeavoured to increaſe his Numbers, 

to double his Ranks by making Men as very De- 
vils as himſelf. For Vice ſeem'd to reign Abſo- 


Jute and Uncontroul'd, and to have taken full Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the whole Earth, ſo that excepting on- 
ly Four Perſons, Abel, Seth, Enos, and Enoch, 


we read not of one good Man from Adam to Nah; 


World at that time, and ſo highly deſerving of 
St. Peter gives of it, calling it Kogwudg d ovCon, the 


a ſtate directly oppoſite to that of the Bleſſed 
Aſillennium, to that new Heaven and new Earth, 

wherein, as the ſame Apoſtle tells us, 4wellerh 
| Righteouſneſs, ICED 
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ſo extreamly Wicked and Debauch'd was the 
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that Emphatical Character which the Appoſtle 1 
Morld of the Ungodly: 2 Pet. 2. 5. As if it were 6 
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Bu r this, you'll ſay, was at a time when God 


hadnot given any expreſs DireQory for the Man- 


ners of Men, who were then left to the ſole gui- 
dance of their natural Light, which at beſt is but 
a doubtful Twilight, and is withal apt to be cloud- 
ed and corrupted by ill Cuſtoms and Practices, 
and in a little time to be quite extinguiſhed with 
the Damps of Vice and Debauchery. 


LE ry us ſee therefore how it fared with the 


courſe of the World after the giving of the Za, 


when God had trim'd the dim Lamp of natural 
Conſcience, when Revelation had illuſtrated the 


obſcure Text of Reaſon, and the Moral, like the 
Natural World, was governed by a greater as 


well as by a lefler Light. Now ſure one would 


expect that Men ſhould walk as Children of the 
Day, and that works of Darkneſs ſhould diſappear 
like Miſts before the Riſing Sun. And queſtion- 
leſs, it muſt be acknowledged that the State of the 
Moral World was confiderably better'd by this 
new acceſſion of Light, and that there was leſs 
Voice and more Goodneſs among thoſe who enjoy'd 
itz; the Peculiar People of God, than among the 
> rude Heathen, who had no knowledge of his 
© Laws. For to what 2 ſhould God viſit them 
with this his Day- 

Light to them that ſate in Darkneſs and in the 
= ſhadow of Death, but only that he might the bet- 
ter guide their Feet into the way of Peace? 


pring from on high, and give 


I compariſon therefore of the Heathen World, 
this was a good ſtate of things; but yet Vice had 
ſtill the upper hand, and confidering the vaſt diſ- 

proportion between the Numbers of good r 


by : 
l 
: 
; [4 
1; : 
: 
8 
% 
*S 
SS. 
' 
8 
4 
is 
f; 
7 . 
17 
= 
14 


1 
FI. 
"nl 
e 
pet: tt | 
Ts: 
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bad Men, the World might ſtill be called Koows; 
doc dy, the World of the Ungodly. For not to men- 
tion the particular Vices of that perverſe and un- 


tractable People the eus, their Superſtition, their 
Idolatry, their Infidelity, their Rebelliouſneſs, 


their Luſt and Luxury, their Uncharity, their | 


Covetouſneſs and the like, the Scripture ſeems to 


ſpeak of that ſtate and age of the World in ge- 
neral, as if twere quite over-grown with Wicked- 
neſs, and as if Vertue were a Stranger among the 
Dwellings of Men. Thus the Pſalmiſt, Help me 
Lora, for there is not one Godly Man left, the © 
Faithful are miniſhed from among the Children © 
of Men, Pſal. 12. And again, The Lord look'd © 
aown from Heaven upon the Children of Men, © 
to ſee if there were any that would underſtand, © _ 
and ſeck after God. And what was the reſult of © 
this Scrutiny ? Why, they are all gone out of be 
away, they are altegether become abominable, 
there is nowe that doth good, wo not one, Plal. 14. 
And again ſays the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of the City 
of Fernuſalem, I have ſpied Unrightcoufueſs and 
Strife in the City, Day and Night they go about 
avithin the Walls thereof, Mijchief alſo and Sur- 
row are in the midſt of it ; Wickeaneſs is therein; 
Deceit and Guile go not ont of cheir Streets, Pſal. 

55. And again more largely, Pſal. 74. All the 
Farib is full of Darkneſs and Cruel Habitations. 
And again laſtly, to add no more, They will not 
be Learned nor Underftand, all the Foundations 


of the Earth are out of Courſe, Pſal. 82. 
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Principles too, and defaced the Map that was to 
guide and direct them, as well as loſt their Way. 
They had almoſt put out the light of Revelation as 
well as that of Natural Reaſon, fo that by that 
time our Saviour appeared in the World, what 
by ill Glofſes and worſe Practices, the People of 
| God had almoſt reduced themſelves again to the 
" © fate of Darkneſs and ſhadow of Death, and defa- 
ced the Characters of the Moſaick Table, as much 
ag their Forefathers had done thoſe of the Zaw of 
. Nature. 
Bur then again perhaps it will be ſaid, that 
this was at a time when God had not made any 


N and thereforè though Men had a written Law to 
2 


walk by, yet it being ſupported by no other San- 
= ions than of temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, 
they wanted a ſufficient Cormerporſe againſt the 
+ violence of Temptations ; and then no wonder 
that Wickedneſs ſhould ſo univerſally prevail, 
when the Allurements to Vice were ſtrong, and 
the Ingagements to Duty but weak and uncon- 
ſtraining. But when once Obedience comes to be 
inforced by better Promiſes and by ſeverer Threat- 
nings, this certainly will introduce a new way of 
Lieing; Men will confider more and live better, 
and will never be ſo mad and filly as to ſpend a 
os © few days in Wickedneſs and Folly, and then in 
1s a moment go down to the Grave, and be Damned 
© for ever. TT 

oth LE x us ſee therefore how tis with the Mo- 
„ gal World under the Revelation of the great My- 
= Etery of Goalineſi, and now Life and Immortality 
iure brought to light by the Goſpel ; this I _ 

| uliy 


clear and expreſs Revelation of Heaven or Hell; 


4 
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fully anſwers the Objection: Now therefore cer- | 
tainly one would expect at leaſt a ſtate of Allen- Þ j 
nial Happineſs ; that Men ſhould be, and live 
like Angels; that we ſhould ſee the Tabernacle | 
of God come down and abide among Men, with 
a a new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein dwel- | 
leth Righteouſneſs. But alas, the Myſtery of | 
Iniquity began to work as ſoon as the Myſtery þ 
of Godlineſs; and although the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians were for a while kept bright and ſhining in | 
the Furnace of Perſecution, yet no ſooner was 
the heat of their Affliction over, but their Zeal #3 
cool'd with it, and they left their firſt Love. 
For then it was that the great Dyagon being wroth | 
that the Woman was delivered of a Man Child, 
that Conſtantine the Great was Converted by the 
Church to the Chriſtian Faith, though to over- 
whelm her by caſting out of his Mouth that migh- 
ty Flood of Arianiſin, Rev. 12. And although the? 
Earth helped the Woman, by opening her Mouth 
and ſwallowing up the Flood, which was done 
when the Firſt Council of Nice declared againſt 
that Peſtilent and Prevailing Hereſy ; yet twas 
not long before the ſame Dragon caſt forth two 
other mighty Floods out of his Mouth, and the 
Chriſtian World ſuffered almoſt an inundation by ; 


the breaking in of Popery and Mahumetiſin. 


Wx have indeed by the Bleſſing of God, and 
the Zealous Endeavours of good Men, dried upp 

25 a good part of 
the Chriſtian World; and reſtored the Doctrin of 
the Goſpel to its Primitive Purity and Simplicityys 
But has the Reformation gone on ſo proſperouſlf 
in our Manners, as it has in our Faith? Are we af 
Good as we are Orthodox ? I doubt not; for if wk 


one of thoſe great Floods 
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| look abroad into the World, how little true Good - 


| neſs and Vertue ſhall we find in it! How rare is 
it to meet with a Man that lives up within ſome 
| tolerable meaſure to the Obligations of his Profeſ- 
fon! And how much mote rare is it to ſee one 
* that's truly Serious and Confiderate, Circum- 
ſpect and Recollected, that conſiders thoroughly 
and effectually the End of his coming into the 
World, the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of his ſtay- 
in it, and what ſhall become of him when he is 
to go out of it? And accordingly, Lives under a 
conſtant and lively ſenſe of God and of his Duty 
to him, walks with him, and gives up himſelf 
> wholly to him, makes Religion and the care of 
his Soul the main buſineſs and concern of his Life; 
| works with all his Might while 'tis Day, and is 
| utterly reſolved, whatever it coſts him, to mind 
and ſecure the Onerhing neceſſary! This, one would 
think, were no more than what common Senfe 

L would prompt any Man to, that would allow him- 


| ſelf to think but one Minute in a Year; and yet 


how few ſuch Men ſhall we find in the World! 


| Do we not rather ſee Men drink down Iniqui- 
ty like Water, and commit Sin with Greedineſs ? 


Do not the generality of Men live as if they were 
# reſolved to fin as much as they could in a little 


time, and thought it not only ſafe, but neceſſa- 


ry to do ill? Do they not live as it they were 


to be nothing after this Life, or as if they were 
to be ſaved by their Vices rather than by their 
Vertues; or laſtly, as if they thought Hell a bet- 
ter Place than Heaven, and were in love with 
Damnation and Everlaſting Burnings? 


— P 


* 
* 
AI 


gu r to come a little nearer to our ſelves, does 
not the preſent Age abound with a ſort of Men 
Ea | who 
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who are Crafty and Deſigning, Falſe and Trea- 
- cherous, Rotten and Hypocritical; Men that 
ſeem to have their Eye fixed upon, and termi- 
nated with the Horizon of this World; that 
: make Gain their Godlineſs, and Intereſt their! - 
Meaſure ; that will betray the Church for Prefer- 
ment, ſell their Religion and their Souls for Mo- 
ney, that will depart from the way of Turth for 
the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, and be Damned | 
hereafter to be Rich and Great here? Never 
was there more Religion pretended than now, 
and never leſs in truth and reality; never more 
[noiſe about it, and never a leſs hearty concern 
for it. What ſtraining about the Gnat of a Ce- 
remony, with thoſe who can in the mean while 
Swallow down whole Camels of profitable | Abo 
minations! This we may talk of, and lament, 
but we can't help it. "Twill be ever ſo with 
the general courſe of the World; Vice will als 
ways have the Cry of her fide, and we are told; 
hat in the latter days IJniguity ſhall abound, and 
the love of many ſhall wax cold. And all this we 
may learn from the final iflye and event of 
things; we may meaſure the Gate of this World 
from the final diſtribution of things in the 
next. Our Saviour tells us, that broad 15 the Wat 
that leads to Deſtrutt;on, aud many there beth at 
go in thereat. And that ſtrait is the Gate, au 
narrow ig the Way which leads to Life, and fel 

there be that find it, Mat. J. 13. 


AN p this we ſhall the leſs wonder at, if wg E 
confider the univerſal pravity and corruptneſs Q is ri 
Human Nature, the Multitude of Temptatiof 
ve are ll expoſed to, and the peculiar unhaph 
Circumſtances of Living that many Men are 1 


N 
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gaged in: To which if we add the great Strength, 
t Cunning and Malice of the Inviſible Powers, that 
the ſame Envy of the Devil that firſt brought Sin 
it into the World, is ſtill concerned to uphold and 
ir increaſe it; that there are two different Intereſts 
carrying on, that there is a Kingdom of Dark- 
o-# neſs as well as a Kingdom of Light, and a My- 
or ſtery of Iniquity, as well as a Myftery of Godli- 
d neſs; we can't think any other, but that the 
er courſe of the World muſt needs by very bad. 


W. And the wonder will fall yet lower, if we further 


re: eonſider how prone we are to confirm and ſtreng- 

rnb then an Ill Cuſtom by our Imitation and Com- 

e- Pliance; which leads me to the Second thing 

ile ſuppoſed, that we are naturally apt to imitate 

© that which is moſt prevailing, and to conform te 
the Courſe and Way of the World. 


> Now this we are apt to do for one of theſs 
d, Two Reaſons; either becauſe we think the ge- 
nerality has the Right of its fide, and that what 
4 moft Men do, is fit to be done. Or if we do 
think they are in the wrong, and do amiſs, yet 
di we are loath to venture the Charge of Singularity, 
the and withal, fancy that there is ſomething of fa 
ty and excuſe in Numbers and Multitudes. 


Ap Firft, we are apt to think, that the ge- 


chat carries ſo much Authority with it, as the 
wh eos oh of a Multitude ; and though every Man 

xj is ready to imagin himfelf Wiſer than any one of 
chefe fingly, yet when he looks upon them as a 
Body of Men, there is ſomething awful and com- 
i manding in it; the Man bluſhes to himſelf, as we 


are 


nerality has the Right of its fide, and that what 
moſt Men do, is fit to be done. There is nothing 


\ 
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ate apt to do when we come into an aſſembly in 
Publick, though made up of Men, every one of 
which we think inferior to our ſelves ; but their 
Numbers and Union give them another Air and 
Appearance, and the Voice of the People becomes 
to us now as the Voice of God. 5 


T' 1s in Practice as in Opinion, what the moſt 
Hold we take to be True, and ſo what the moſt 40 
we take to be Good. This is the only Rule ſome 
People have to go by, and 'tis the Meaſure that 
all Popular Spirits do go by, and the Wiſeſt can 
hardly refrain it; for we can hardly think it like- 
ly, that ſuch an United and Complicated Wiſdom 
mould be miſtaken either in the one or the other. 
Every Man is apt to reaſon with himſelf in the 
conduct of his a, as Luther did in the 
buſineſs of the Reformation, Art thou the only 
Wiſe: Nan: And, can fo many Worlds err? What? 
Shall we oppoſe our ſelves againſt the Practice of 
Mankind; ſet. up for Reformers, row againſt ſo 
great a Stream, and live againit the World? Can 
there be any ill in that which ſo many do, which 
is paſſed into a Cuſtom and a Law, which is 
practiſed all the World over? Ought we not rather 


to ſuſpect our own Judgments, and conclude, that 
that muſt needs be the right Point, where ſo ma- 
ny Lines meer, and that the right Way where we 
find fo. many Paſſengers? This is the Common 
and the Natural Logick of moſt Men, and by this 
Meaſure we proceed both in 2 5 and in 

ice. And this 15 
is one cauſe ot our aptneſs to Conform to the Courſe 


Practice, but eſpecially in Pra 


. 4 


and Way of the World. But there is alſo, another. 
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For Secondly, if we do think that the Gene- 
rality is in the wrong, and does amiſs, yet we are 
loth to venture the charge of Singularity, and 
withal, fancy that there is ſomething of ſafety and 
| excuſe in Numbers and Multitudes. And firſt, 
as to the Charge of Singularity, tis a dreadful 
> and a frightful Word, and there are but few that 
have the Courage and the Confidence to ſtand up 
* apainſtand face the Imputation. We either think 

the World Wiſer than our ſelves, or wouid wil- 
lingly be thought to do ſo, fince this has a ſew 
of Modeſty and good Manners, and the coutra- 
r 


Pride and Self-arrogancy. But now to be Singu- 
„lar in any of our Actions, is interpretatively and 
in effect, to prefer our own Senſe and Judgment, 
y | before that of the World, at leaſt as far as con- 
2 | cerns the particular caſe then before us. For ſince 
four Actions are governed by our preſent Senti- 
ſo ments, if we 4% otherwiſe than the World does, 
n tis yu that we think otherwiſe tos, and that 
h we ſet a higher value upon thoſe private Thoughts 
> of ours, than upon the publick Senſe and Judg- 
ment of the World, which is a very odious and 
ungrateful thing to own and publiſh. For we 
ſtand in awe of our Fellow Creatures more than 
we do of our own Conſciences, eſpecially when 
combined and confederated together in great 
is Numbers and Companies, and cannot chuſe bur 
in regard and revere their Cenſures and Animadver- 
fſions. And this makes us willing rather to err 
with the Multitude, and be Fools for Company, 
though we act all the while againſt the clear 
Light of our own Minds, than incur the great 

| © Cenſure, the heavy Anathema of Singularity. 


B AND 
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y ſeems to carry in it an intolerable degree of 
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AN p beſides, we think there is no nece/ery nei - 
ther of running that riſque, for we reckon our 
ſelves ſecure enough without it, and are apt to 
flatter our ſelves into a fancy that there is ſome- 
thing of Safety and Excuſe in Numbers and Mul- 
titudes: Though we know we are in the ways of 
Sin, yet we comfort and incourage our ſelves to 
go on in them by thinking how much they are fre- 
quented, like Travellers wandring in the Dark, 
who though they know they are out of their way, 
yet ſolace themſelves in their Number and Com- 
pany. This 1s very natural and ordinary for Men 
to do in all Caſes, in the Caſe of Sin and Error as 
well as in others; and therefore the Pſalmiſt ſpeak- 
ing of the gathering together of the Froward, and 
of the inſurrection ot Wicked Doers, (which ſup- 
poſes them Many and in Companies) immediate- 
ly adds, T hey incourge themſelves in Miſchief, 
Pſal. 64. This is a very uſual but vain Confidence; 
for however the Multitude of Offenders may be a 
Security againſt an Earthly Power, yet God re- 
cards Numbers no more than Perſons, and though 
hand join in hand, the Wicked ſhall not go un- 
Puniſhed, Prov. 11. 21. 


Tus k are the Grounds and Principles upon 
which we are inclined to be Conformable to the 
general Courſe of the World. But 'tis high time 
now to ſhew why we ſhould not be ſo; and this 


o 


leads me to confider laſtly, the Caution it ſelf, & 
that we ſhould not be 1 to the World. ; 
But before I come to juſtifie this Caution, as to 
its Equity and Reaſonableneſs, I muſt premiſe © 
fomething concerning its Limits and Meaſures. | 


Ax» | 
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An» firſt, this Caution, is not ſo rigorouſly to 
be underſtood, as if we were not to yield ſome - 
compliance and conformity. with the Humors and - 

Diſpoſitions of thoſe with whom we Converſe ; 


for this is a neceſſary part of Homilitical Vertue, 
and contributes very much to the n and 


indearing of Society, and is therefore Good and 


Commendable, as well as Innocent and Lawful. 


'Tis indeed that very thing which we call Good- 
nature, when a Man bends and warps a little 


from his own natural Poſture, to meet and ſtrike 
in with the inclination of his Companions. And 
the contrary is ſo far from being a Vertue, that 


tis a culpable ſtiffneſs and obſtinacy of Mind; and 
we may take this for a rule, that Religion is ever 
conſiſtent with Civility and good Manners, as in- 
deed it is with whatever really conduces to the 


Comfort and Happineſs of Human Life. We are 
only to take care that our Compliance prove not 


a Snare to us, an occaſion of falling into Sin; that 
we do not offend God, out of Civility towards 
Men. In all other Caſes, we would do well to 
conſider and follow that of the Apoſtle, I am made 
all things to all Men, 1 Cor. 9. 22. And again, I 


Pleaſe all Men in all things, 1d. 33. 


NEITHER again Secondly, is this Caution 
to be ſo rigorouſly underſtood, as if we were for- 
bidden to conform to the ſeveral indifferent 


Modes of Ages or of Countries, either as to Cu- 
ſtoms or Ceremonies, whether r or Ci- 


vil, or Habits, or manner of Addreſs, or way of 


Diet, or the like. For however theſe may not 
poſſibly be ordered according to the beſt conve- 
nience or meaſure of Diſcretion, yet tis according 
to the publick Wiſdom ot the Place and N 085 

or 


B 2 
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(for the Wiſdom of a Nation js ſeen as much in 
their Cuſtoms as in their Proveybs,) and therefore 

ther matter ofthem being bs ofed indifferent, tis 


nat eivil or modeſt to contradict them. And there 


is this further tobe conſidered, that beſides the 
pride and rudeneſs of ſuch an oppoſition, all the 
advantage or convenience a Mi. can get by it, 
will not compenſate for the Odium and Cenfure 


of Affectation and Singularity.” And accordingly, 


we find, that the Wiſeſt of Men in all Ages have 


ever thought it Prudence to conform to the Inno- 
cent, though otherwiſe not Convenient Cuſtoms of 


the Age and Place wherein they lived. And 'tis ob- 
ſerved concerning our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who 
was the Wiſdom of the Eternal Father, that when 


he condeſcended to put on Fleſh, and live ee 


Men, he condeſcended yet further, and complied 
with all the received Cuſtoms and Manners of the 


Fewiſh Nation. And indeed he became in all 


things like unto his Bethren, Sin only excepted ; 
Tanocence was his only Singularity. ane 


AN p this, in one Word, is our meaſure ; we 
may and ought to be conformable as far as the 
bounds. of Innocence ; uſque ad Aras is the mea- 
ſure of our civil Converſation, as well as of our 

' Friendſhip and dearer Intimacies : For why ſhould 
we ſhew 
to quit the Road they have taken, if we may 
. ſafely travel in it? The Conformity therefore 
which we are here cautioned againſt, is that of 
Imitating the general Practice of the World, as to 


Actions, not of a Civil, but of a Moral Nature: 


We muſt not be  Conformed to the general 


Morals of this World; the Reaſon and Equity of. 


N 


which Ca 
49077 


tion I come now to juſtify. 
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o much diſreſpect to our Company, as 
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Conformed to this World, is / becauſe this is not 

ſuch; a World as we. may ſafely imitate, 
a World for us to be Conformed to; it never. was 
ſo even in the Beſt and Pureſt Times, much lęſe 
is it now, in theſe laſt and worſt days. Tis not 
ſafe following the Multitude at any time, mugh 
leſs now; nor in any hing, but leaſt of all in the 
ordering our Life, and Converſation. Iis A VELY 
ill Guide in matters of Opinion hut much worfe 
in, matters of Practice; for the World is a meer 
"Theatre of Felly, 4 Stage of Vice and Debauche- 
ry; one great Acelduma of Blogd and Cruelty, 
and to uſe the Deſcription of St. John, the au. 
Morldlieth in Wickeaneſi, Foh. 5. 19. the Wor 
are Emphatical, & 76 aud vera, it has not only 
tallen into the Gulph of Sin, but it lies there con- 
temedly and quietly. Iis not only ſlightly dipt 
or ſtain d with the Waters of Impurity, but it lies 


as it were Moated. round, or rather all over 
drench'd and ſoak'd in them, like the Earth in 
the Univerſal Deluge: But this L need purſug no 


further, having already made it a diſtinct Mem- 


»S . 


- 


ber of my Diſcourſe. 6 


AAN Secondly, another Reaſon why we 
muſt not be Conformed to this World, is becauſe 
by ſo doing, we ſhall. confirm and ſtrengthen the 
cauſe of Wickedneſs, and give it Settlement, 
Succeſſion and Perpetuity: For we ſhall coun- 
tenance and imbolden thoſe whom we imitate, 
and cauſe others to imitate us, and they again 
will be a Preſident to others, and ſo on, till 
Vice pretend to the Right of Cuſtom and Pre- 
| {cription, and Iniquity be eftabliſhed by a Law, 
Ibis is one great Reaſon why the World is ſo bad 
1 | B 3 now, 


= 
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now, and 'tis the beſt expedient the Devil has to 
make it yet worſe ; for by this the Vices of the for- 


mer Ages deſcend upon the future, fin becomes 


* Hereditary; Children tranſcribe their Vicious 
r DT like Original Sin, is intail'd 
upon Poſterity. Fill ye up the Meaſure of your 
Fathers, Mat. 43.34. Kfer Saviour by way of 
F to the Jews, implying that they would 
do ſo; for our Lord very well knew the Temper 


4 
* 
On 


of thoſe to whom he aid it; and I queſtion not, 


but that moſt of the Wickedneſs of that Nation 
was owing to this, that they were ſo generally 
poſſeſſed with this Superſtitious Humour of Con- 


"d 3 : 4 cc 5 
FJormity, and were reſolved to do as their Forefa- 


thers had done before them. 


Ae AIN Thirdly, another Reaſon why we 
Chriſtians muſt not Conform to this World, is 
becauſe both the Precepts and the Rewards of 


our Religion require a very different method of 
Life from what is ordinarily practiſed; the Pre- 
cepts are ſtrict and ſevere, and the Rewards high *' 


and noble, ſuch indeed as cannot be conceived for 


_ theirgreatneſs, and they both call for a very ex- | 


cellent and extraordinary way of Converſation ; 


for after the common way of Living, we ſhall nei- 
ther obtain the one, nor fulſi the other. Indeed 
our Religion obliges us to great Strictneſs and Sin- 
gularity, and a Chriſtian cannot be like himſelf * 
if he be like other Men. To be a Chriftian indeed, 
is to be a New Creature, to be New in Nature, 


and New in Life and Converſation ; he muſt 


not be like his former ſelf, much leſs like the reſt 7 
of the World: The Argument is the Apoſtle's, 7 
are all the Children of Light, and the Children o 
the Day; that is, Chriſtians, Profeſſors 1 1 3 
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holy and excellent Religion, whoſe Precepts are 


excellently Good, and whoſe Promiſes are excel- 


lently Great. And what then? Therefore let us 


not Sleep as do others, but let us Watch and be 
Scber, 1 Theſſ. 5. 5, 6. 


AG A 1, Fourthly and Laſtly, We Chriſtians 


have one more peculiar Reaſon not to be con- 


formed to this World; we have renounced it in 
our Baptiſm, with all its Pomps and Vanities : 


By which are meant, not only the Heathen Games 
and SpeCtacles, their vain Shews, and looſe 
Feſtivities, their lewd Bacchanals and Satur- 
nals, which we renounce Abſolutely, and the 
Wealth and Glory and Grandeur even of the 
Chriſtian World, as often as they prove incon- 
fiſtent with the ends of our Holy Inſtitution; but 


alfo the promiſcuous Company, the general Pra- 


ctices, and the popular Examples of this World, 
which are generally ſo very Corrupt and Wicked, 
that we renounce them not upon ſuppoſition, as 
in the other inſtance, but at a venture, 'The ver 


firſt ſtep to a Chriſtian Life, is to dye to the World, 


and to its general Uſages and Cuſtoms; and if we 


will follow Chriſt, we muſt forſake the Multi- 


tudes, and aſcend up to the Mount of Solitude and 
Holy Separation. 1 


Ax v that we may be the better incouraged to 
undertake this Religious Singularity, let us to the 
Reaſon of the thing, add Two very remarkable 


Scripture Examples: The Firſt that invites our 
Confideration, is that of Lot, who happened to 
live in a City ſo prodigiouſly Wicked, and be- 
yond all Meaſure or Example Debauched, that 
though a very Populous Place, it could not 9 
= > 2 0 
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ſo much as Ten ood Men, they were ſo univer- 
fally ſeiz'd with the Peſt and Contagion of Vice. 


And yet this good Man, though he breath'd in fo 


corrupt an Air, was not at all infected with it; 
the health and cleanneſs of his Soul, like that of 
Socrates's Body, was too ſtrong for the Contagi- 
on, and preſerved him from the Malignity of a 
Plague that was more Infectious and' more Mor- 
tal too, than that of Athens. Indeed the filthy 
Converſation of that Wicked Place, diſturb'd 
his Quiet, but it could not ſully his Innocence; 


it vex's his Righteous Soul, as the Text ſays, 2 


Pet. 2. 8. but it could not ebauch it. He dwelt 
like the Church of Pergamos, where Satan's Seat 
was, Rev. 2. 13. in the very Metropolis, the Im- 
or City: of the Devil's Kingdom; but he 

-onvers'd there like an Angel of Light among 
Fiends and Evil Spirits. He was ſurrounded 
with the works of Darkneſs, but he had no Fel- 
lowſhip with them; his Company was Deviliſh, 
but his Converſation was Angelical ; though he 
could not make them better, yet they could not 
make him worſe ; he lived with them, but he 
lived againſt them. 


© Tr1s indeed was great and extraordinary; 
but there is an Example of Religious Singularity 
beyond this, and that is in Noah, who lived in a 
World that was as corrupt, and more than the 
other's City; the whole World then was but one 
greater $140, nay it was much worſe than that 
Seat of Wickedneſs. Sodom indeed was fo given 
up to Debaychery, that it could not yield Ten 

Righteous Perſons; but the whole World in No- 
ab's time could not afford ſo much as Two ; he 
'biraſelf was the only good Man then.in the World, 
; He as 
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as may reaſonably be concluded from that Rea- 
ſon expreſſed by God why he excepted him from 
the general Deluge, For thee have T ſeen Righteons 


before me in this Generation, Gen. ). 1. Now 'tis 
impoſſible to imagin that Vice ſhould ever be 


more in mode and faſhion than it was then, when 
as the Text ſays, all Fleſh had corrupted his way 
tu on the Earth, and the whole Earth it ſelf was 
EY with Violence. And yet in this all-over- 
wicked World, Noah maintained his Innocence, 
and his Integrity ſhin'd forth as a Light in the 
idſt of this Crooked and Perverſe Generation, 
and was not only a Doer, but a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs. In other Ages of the World, 
though never ſo Corrupt, Religion and Vertue 
has had ſome Party, and the Singularity of Liv- 
ing well, is 1 and divided among ſeveral, 
and one is a Countenance and Incouragement to 
another; but here poor ſingle Noah was fain to 
Live, as Athanaſins was to Diſpute, againſt the 
World, and the whole Singularity lodged and 
center'd in his fingle Perſon, which puts it be- 
yond all Example or Parallel. 5 


AN p thus have I gone through the feveral Sta- 
ges of my Undertaking, I ſhall now make one or 


two brief Reflections upon the whole, and con- 


clude. Ke 


IN relation therefore to the Firſt Suppoſition, 
it may be inferr'd, That the Multitude is no ſafe 
Guide, and that the Meaſures of Right and 
Wrong are not always to be concluded from the 
conſent of Majority; for you ſee here, that Vics 


| has by much the Majority of its fide; and yet 'tis 
VPo.iͤce ſtill. 5 N SY 
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FP From the Second, it may be inferr'd, That 

thoſe who have already a Majority for their way, 
ought not to think their Cauſe any whit the better 
for having new Proſelytes every day brought over 
to them, and becauſe Men flock to their Stand- 
ard from every Quarter. For, as it has been diſ- 
courſed, this is no more than what is to be expect- 
ed from the ordinary courſe of things. Men are 
naturally apt to imitate that which is moſt pre- 
vailing, and to conform to the courſe and way of 
the World. Thoſe therefore that value themſelves 
or their Cauſe the better for this, ſeem not to un- 
derſtand the World, but to be meer Strangers to 
the Inclinations of Human nature, for did they 
conſider that, they would quickly perceive, that 


this docs not reflect any Credit upon their Cauſe, 


bur rather upbraids the levity and weakneſs of 
Mankind, and is no argument that hey them- 
feives are Viſe, but only that other Men are 
Fools. 


 LastLy, from the Caution it ſelf, we may 
juſtly infer, that the Cenſure of Preciſeneſs and 
Singularity which the Men of chis World com- 


monly charge upon good Men, and the Hatred 


and Spite wherewith they proſecute them upon 
that very account, are both of them utterly 


ſenſeleſs and extreamly abſurd : This has been 


an old Grudge, Thus the Sinners in the Book 
of Wiſdom, Wiſd. 2. Let us lie in wait jor the 
Righteous, becauje ke is not for our turn, and he 
is clean contrary to our doings : He upbraideth us 
with our offending the Law, aud objecteth to 
eur Infainy the tranſgrefſings of our Education. 
And again, He was made to reprove our 
Thoughts ; He is grievors to us eren to behold, 


for 
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for his Life is not like other Mens, his Ways are 


of another Faſhion. A very high charge indeed, 
and as notable an Inference ; he lives otherwiſe 
and better than we do, and therefore we muſt. 
hate and perſecute him. But this I {ay is a very 
abſurd and unreaſonable way of proceeding ; for. 
the ground of the buſineſs, if fitted to the bot- 
tom, comes to no more than this. They are angry 
with a Man for not loving their Company ſo well 
as to be content to be Damned for . ake on't. 
But I think we may with great Civility beg their 
excuſe in this matter; if they will have us do as 
they do, then let them take care to do as they 
ſhould do. But fora Man to make himſelf a 
Beaſt, utterly unfit to be convers'd with, and 
then to call me Singular and Unſociable, be- 


cauſe I won't keep him Company, is hard mea- 


ſure. 


AN po as theſe Men are guilty of an unreaſona- 
ble Charge, ſo ſhall we be guilty of an inexcuſa- 
ble Folly and Weakneſs, if we depart from our 
Duty and our greateſt Intereſt upon ſuch a tri- 
fling inconfiderable Diſcouragement : For then 


tis plain, that we are of the number of thoſe low 


and unconſidering Spirits; that love the Praiſe of © 
Men, more than the Praiſe of Gd. 


LE x us not therefore be led away with Noiſe 
and Popularity, nor be frighted from our Duty 
by thoſe empty Anathema's of the Multitude, the 
Cenſure of Unſociableneſs, Preciſeneſs and Singu- 
larity. Let. us be ſure by doing our Duty, to ſa- 


_ tisfy our own Conſciences, whatever others 4o oc 


think. Let us not be carried away in the Pollu- 


ted torrent of the Age, nor be Fools for Compa- 


ny: 
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« > Let us for once dare to be Wiſe, and be guilty 5 
7 0 


he great Singularity of doing well, and of act- 
ing like Men and Chriſtians; and then, if we 
can have the Hiking and approbation of the World, 
well; if not, the comfort is, we ſhall not much 
want it: And we ſhall gain ſomething by our 
Singularity, which rhe others cannot by their 
Nunbers, the Favour of God, and deliverance 
from the Wrath to come. | UE, 


Note, Mr. Norris, the Author of the fore- 


going Treatiſe, hath wrote Four Volumes 


of theſe Practical Diſcourſes, and ſeveral 


other very uſeful Books; a Catalogue 


whereof follows. 
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ACxTALOGuk of the Wox KS of 
the late Reverend. and Learned Foun 
NORRIS, M. A. Rector of Bemerton 
ntar Sarum. Reprinted for Edmund 
Parker at the Bible and Crown in 
 Lombard-Street. 


Collection of Miſcellanies, conſiſting of Poems, 
A Eſſays, Diſcourſes and Letters. Carefully 
4 Reviſed, Corrected and Improved by the 
Author. The Seventh Edition. 


- Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs: Or, Practical Diſcourſes 


upon the Beatitudes of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
| Chriſt. The Tenth Edition. 


N. B. The Seventh Beatitude in Chriſtian Bleſſed- 


| neſs, wherein the Separatifis are charged with Schiſm 


may be had ſingly, or with 

The Charge of Schiſm continued; being a Juſti- 
fication of the Author of Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs, for his 
charging the Separatiſts with Schiſm, notwithſtand- 
the Toleration ; with a Poſtſcript concerning Mode- 
ration. The Seventh Edition, 8 

A Treatiſe concerning Chriſtian Prudence: Or, 
the Principles of Practical Wiſdom, fitted to the 
Uſe of Human Life, and deſigned for the better 
Regulation of it. The Seventh Edition. 8b. 
A Practical Treatife concerning Humility. De- 
ſign'd for the Furtherance and Improvement of that 


Vertue, both in the Lives and Minds of Men, The 
Fifth Edition. OFav, . 
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BOOKS Wrote by John Norris, A. A. 

The Theory and Regulation of Love. A Moral 
Eſſay, in Two Parts: With ſome Motives to the 
Study and Practice of regular Love by way of 
Conſideration. To which are added, ok 

Letters Philoſophical and Moral, between the Au- 
thor and Dr. Henry More. ; 

As is alſo by way of Appendix. 

An Hypotheſis concerning the Root of Liberty; 
formerly Printed by it ſelf and Dedicated to the 
Doctor, and treated of in one of his ſaid Letters. 
The Seventh Edition. rd 

Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Divine Subjects, 
in Four Volumes. Octa vo. N 

An Account of Reaſon and Faith: In Relation 


to the Myſteries of Chriſtianity. The Twelfch 


Edition. 

Reaſon and Religion: Or, the Grounds and Mea- 
ſures of Devotion, conſidered from the Nature of 
God, and the Nature of Man, in ſeveral Contem- 
plations ; with Exerciſes of Devotion lpplied to every 


_ Contemplation. The Sixth Edition. | 
Reflections upon the Conduct of Human Life 


with Reference to the Study of Learning and Know- 
ledge: To which is annexed a Viſitation Sermon, 
The Fifth Edition. 0 „ 
A Philoſophical Diſcourſe concerning the Natural 
Immortality of the Soul. Wherein the Great Que- 
ſtion of the Soul's Immortalicy is endeavour'd to 
be rightly Stated and fully Clear'd. Occaſion'd by 


Mr. Dodwel!'s late Epiſtolary Diſcourſe, In Two 


Parts. The Fourth Edition OfFawe. 

A Letter to Mr. Dodwell concerning the Immor- 
tality of the Soul of Man, in Anſwer to one from 
him relating to the ſame Matter. Being a further 
Purſuance of the Philoſophical Diſcourſe. The 


Fourth Edition. Of#ave. 


An Eſſay towards the Theory of the Ideal or 


Intelligible World, in Two Parts. The Firſt con- 


ſidering it abſolutely in ir ſelf ; and the Second in 
Relation to Human Underſtanding. The Third E- 
dition in Two Volumes. Octave. 5 


Children. The Sixteenth Edition. 


oh 


Books Wrote by John Norris, M. 4. 


| Letters Philoſophical, Moral and Divine to the 


Reverend Mr. John ma 3 his Anſwers. 


7 
. Letters concerning the Love of God; between 
the Author of the Propoſal to the Ladies and 
Mr. John Norris; wherein his late Diſcourſe, ſhew. 
ing that it ought to be intire and excluſive of all 


other Loves, is farther cleared and juſtified. The 


Second Edition, corrected by the Authors, with ſome 
few things added. | 
The Diſtinction of High-Church and Low- Church, 
diſtinctly Conſider'd and fairly Stated; with ſome 
Reflections upon the Popular Plea of Moderation. 
The Third Edition, Review'd, and made more Per- 
fe& and Correct: With a ſhort Reply to a late 
Anſwer, call'd, The Low- Church - Men Vindicated 
the Unjuſt Imput ation of being no Church - Men. 
Two Treatiſes concerning the Divine Light; the 


Firſt being an Anſwer to a Letter of a Learned 


Quaker. The Second being a Diſcourſe concerning 
the Groſneſs of the Quakers Notion of the Light 


within, with their Confuſion and Inconſiſtency in 
_ explaining it. The Second Edition. 


Curſory Reflections upon a Book call'd, An E 


ſay 
concerning Human Underſtanding. And a Brief Conſi- 


deration of the Remarks made upon the ſaid Re- 
flections by the Gentlemen of the At henian Society. 
Spiritual Counſel : Or, the Father's Advice to his 


\ 


A Diſcourſe concerning Worldly and Divine WiC 


dom. The Sixteenth Edition. 


The Importance of a Religious Life conſider'd 


from the Happy Concluſion of it. The Ninth 
Edition. 


Of Religious Diſcourſe in Common Converſation, 
In Three Parts. The Ninth Edition. 


Religious Singularity Diſplay'd: Shewing the 
The Ninth Edition, 


BOOKS 


* 
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Neceſſity of Practiſing that Great Chriſtian Vertue. 
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BOOKS lately Printed for and Sold by 
-EpmuNDd PARKER, at the Bible 
and Crown iz Lombard-Street. 


AIR Roger L'Eftrange's Æſop's Fables, with Morals 
I and Reflections, done into Variety of Engliſh 
erſe. Illuſtrated with Cuts curiouſly engrav'd on 
Copper Plates. Very uſeful to divert and inſtruct 
Young Gentlemen and Ladies in the Conduct of 
5 with Life. The 4th Edition. Price in Calf 2 5. 
6 4. | 
Moral Eſſays, contain'd in ſeveral Treatifes on 
any Important Duties. Written in French by 
Meſſieurs du Port Royal: Engliſhed by a Perſon of 
Quality. The 4th Edition, with Amendments. In 
Four Volumes. WS [Les 
Choice Emblems, Divine and Moral, Ancient and 
Modern: Or, Delights for the Iogenious, in above 
Fifty ſcle& Emblems, curiouſly Engraven upon Cop - 
per Plates. With Fifty pleaſant Poems and Lots 
by way of Lottery, for illuſtrating each Emblem. 
To promote Inſtruction and good Counſel by diverting 
Recreation. Price bound 15. 6 4. | 
The Hiſtory of Madamoiſelle de St. Phale; giving. 
a full Account of the Miraculons Converfion of a 
Noble French Lady and her Daughter to the Re. 
formed Religion. With the Defeat of the Intriegues 
of a Jeſuit their Confeſſor. The Sixth Edition. 
Illuſtrated with Copper Cuts, Price 15. 64. 
The Works of the Reverend and Learned John 
Scott, D. D. ſome time Rector of St. Giles's in the 
Fields. In Two Volumes in Folie. + 37) 


N. B. His Practical Diſcourſes upon ſeveral Subjects 
in Two Vols. 8ve. may be had by themfelves. | 

Practical Diſcourſes upon the Parables of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, with Prayers angexed to each Dif. 
courſe. In Two Volumes 8 vo. By Francis Bragge, 
R D. Vicar of Hitchen, and Prebendary of Lincoln. 
The 6th Edition. Price 199. 
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